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Ami here I must insist on the error of the committee in

constitutional and municipal law, before I point out theirSTin geography and history. They treat New Mexico
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> the right i* tried , and tbe United Htatea having the
may give a government at once according to the possession,
and then wait the deciaion of title.

. .

I avoid all argument about right-the eventual right of
Texas to any part of what was New Mexico before the exist-

ence of Texas. I avoid that question. Amicable settlement
of contested claim, and not adjudication of title, is now my
obiect. I need no argument from any quarter to satisfy me

that the Texaa questions ought to be settled. I happened to
V know that before Texas was annexed, and brought in bills
and made speeches for that purpose, at that time. I brought
in such billa six yeara ago, and again at the P^n«^,onJand whenever preaented single, either by myself or any other
person, I ahall be ready to give It a generous consideration ,

but, as part of the California bill, I wash my hands of it.
I am against disturbing ac'ual possession, either that of

New Mexico or of Texaa , and, therefore, am in favor of
Ieavinn to each all its population, and an ample amount otc^pact and h<>tnngeneoue territory. With.hi. «-.U my
bille and plane for a dietetonal line between New Mciitoan
Texas.whether of 1844 or 1850.left to each all Us settle¬
ments, all its actual possessions, all its uncontested claim,
and divided the remainder by a line adipted to the geography
and natural divisions of the country, as well as suitable to the
political and aocial condition of the people themselves. I his
«ve a longitudinal line fetween them ; and the longitude 100
degrees in my bill of 1844, and 103 degrees in my bill of
1850.and both upon the same principle of leaving posses¬
sions intact, Texaa having extended her settlements in the
mea-i time. The proposed line of the committee violates all
these conditions. It cuts deep and arbitrarily into the actual
possessions of New Mexico, such as she held them before
Texas had existence ; and so conforms to no principle of pub¬
lic policy, private right, territorial affinity, or Iccal propriety.
It begins on the Rio del Norte, twenty miles in a straight line
above El Paso, and thence, diagonally and northeastwardly,
to the point where the Red river crosses the longituJe of 100
degrees. Now, this beginning, twenty miles above El Paso,
is about three hundred miles in a straight line (near six hun¬
dred by the windings of the river) above the ancient line of
New Mexico ? and this diagonal line to the Red nver cuts
about four hundred miles in a straight line through the an¬

cient New Mexican possessions, cutting off about seventy
thousand square miles of territory from New Mexico, where
there is no slavery, and giving it to Texas, where there is.

This constitutes a more serious case of tadiing than even that
of sticking incongruous bills together, and calls for a most
considerate examination of all the circumstances it involves.
I will examine these circumstances, first making a state¬
ment, and then sustaining it by.proof.

El Paso, above which the Texas boundary is now proposed
to be placed by the committee, is one of the most ancient of
the New Mexican towns, and to which the Spaniards of New
Mexico retreated in the great Indian revolt of 1680, and made
their stand, and thence recovered the whole prov nee. It was

the residence of the lieutenant governor of New Mexico, and
the moat southern town of tbe province, as Taos was the
most northern. Being on the right bank of the river, the

v

dividing line between the United States and the Republic of
Mexico leaves it out of our limits, and consequently out of
the present limits of New Mexico; but New Mexico still ex¬

tends t« the Rio del Norte at the Paso ; and therefore this be¬
ginning lino proposed by the committee cuta into the ancient
possession of Now Mexico.a possession dating from the year
1595. That line, in its course to the Red river, cuts the
river and valley of the Puerco (called Pecos in the upper
part) into two parte, leaving the lower and larger part to
Texas ; the said Rio Puerco and its valley, from head to
mouth, having always been a part of New Mexico, and now
in its actual possession. Putting together what is cut from
the Puerco, and from the Del Norte above and below El Paso,
and it would amount to about seventy thousand square miles,
to be taken by the committee's line from its present and an¬

cient possessor and transferred to a new claimant. This is

what the new line would do, and in doing it would raise the
question of the extension of slavery, and of its existence al
this time, by law, in New Mexico as a part of Texts.

This statement is too important to remain a mere sta'e-
ment. I therefore proceed to verify it5 and for that purpose
have recourse to the highest authorities.Humboldt s E®saJ
upon New Spain, Pike's Journal of his passage through New
Mexico, and Dr. Wislizenus's report of his tour with Doni¬
phan's expedition. I begin with Humboldt, and quote him
to show the boundaries of New Mexico on the east, where thai
province bounded upon Texas and Coahuila. At page 282,
vol. I, Paris edition of the Eseay, he says
"J'*i trace lea limites de Coahuila et de Texas, pret ds

l'embuchure du Rio Puerco, et vera lea sources dtiRiode
San Saba, telles qie je lea ai trouv^es indiquees dans lei
cartes apeeiales conserved dans les archievei de la vice.roy-
aut£, et dress«5es par des ingenieurs au service du roi

It/'Esolish : " I have traeed the limits of Coahuila anil
ofTexas near the mruth of the Itio Puerco, and towards the
sources of the Rio de San Sabs, such as I have found thern in
the special maps preserved in the archives of the vice-royalty,
and drawn up by engineers in the service of the King ol
Spain."

This is what Humboldt says of the eastern boundary ol
New Mexico ; and his map illustrates what he says. Ht
places that boundary, as it leaves the Rio Grande del Norte,
at about twelve miles below the mouth of the Puerco, in west

longitude 104, and in north latitude 29^, and thence north¬
eastwardly to the head of the Rio 8an Saba, a branch of the
Rio Colorado of Texas, in north latitude 32° 15', ard in wet)

longitude 101. %his is the line he gives as found in the spe¬
cial maps drawn up by engineers in the seiviceof tbe Kintj ol
Spain, and preserved in the archives of the V iceroya.ty in
the city of Mexico. Further than that he does not trav-o it;
but that is far enough for our purpose. It is enough to *iio^that New Mexico, under the Spanish Governmjnt, exierujed
as far east as 101 degrees of longitude, covering tho wht le
course of the Puerco, and entering what is now the county ol
Bexar, in Texas. So much for Humboldt: now for Pike.
He says, at p. 6 of his appendix to the journal of his jour¬
ney through New Mexico:
" New Alcxieo lies between 30° 3t/ and 44® of north lati¬

tude, and 104 and 108 degrees of west longitude, and is the
most northern province of the kingdom ot New Spain. It
extends northwest into an undefined boundary.is bounded
north and east by Louisiana, south by New Biscay and Coa¬
huila, and west by Sonora xnd California. Its length ia un¬
known : its breadth may be 600 miles; but the inhabiu d partis not more than 4uO miles in length and 50 in breadth, lyingalong tbe river del Norte from the 37° to the 31° 3t/ of north
latitude : but in this space there is a desert o! more than 250
miles. Santa Fe is the oapital, and the residence of the Gov¬
ernor. El Paso is the second city, and is the residence of lhe
Lieutenant Governor. It is the most southern town of the
Province, as Taos is the most northern."
This is the journal of Pike, and his map corresponds with

it. It shows tho eastern boundary of Ne*f Mi xico, leavingthe D.;l Norte a few miles below tho mouth of the Pucrci>, in
longitude 104, and bearing northeast towards the S;m Saba.This corresponds with Humboldt, and shows that, in niming104 as the eastern longitudinal limit of New Mexico, he was
only speaking of the point at which it left the Rio del Norte,called in thit part the Rio Grande. Hi* map.the breadth of
the province, stated by him at six hundred miles.and the
boundary east on Louisiana.all show that he carried the
eastern boundary, aAer leaving the Del Norre, as far north¬
east as Humboldt had done. This is the testimony of Pike,then a lieutenant, afterwards a general in the army of theUnited Slates, an enorgrtic explorer as well'aa a b.ave officer,much addicted to geographical study. He had explored thehead-waters of ti e Mississippi and the Arkansas, and then
traversed New Moxico and the contiguous provinces to Chi¬
huahua, and thence to Texas, as a prisoner in the hands ot
SpanUh officers, and improved the occasion to learn the grography and hintory of the coun ry through which be was led,and gave us the earliest American account of the internal provincos of New Spain.
The mnp of Dr. Wislixenus, which I now produce, agreeswith Humboldt and Pike, except in the correc'ion of slightdifferences in longitude* and htitudes, which his accurate in

.trument* enabled him to make, anil which have no practical
consequence in this examination. On this map I have maik-
ed, in a ted pencil line, the eoutheas'ern boundary of New
Mexico as it existed under tho Spanish Government, and in a
dotted red pencil line the new boundary as proposed by our
Committee of Thirteen. Tbe difference between the two lines
ia, as I have stated, about 70,000 square mili »; and to that
extent is New Mexico to be affected by that proposed line.
To avoid all misconception, I repeat what I have already

declared, that I am not occupying m*self wiih the question of
title aa it may exist and be even'ually determined b. tween
New Mexico and Texas j nor am I questioning the power ot

CoDgrew to establish any line it please* in that quarter for the
State of Texas, with the consent of the Stute, and any one it
pleaaes for the Territory of New Mexico without her consent.
I am not occupying myself with the questions of title or power,
but with the question of poasescion only.and how far the
possession of New Mexico is to be disturbed, if disturbed at
aN, by (be committee's line ; and the effect of that disturbance
in rousing the slavery question in that quarter. ' In that point
of view the fact of possession is every thing for the possessor
has a right to what he holds until the question of title is de¬
cided.by law, in a question between individuals or commu¬
nities in a land of law and order.or by negotiation or anna

between independent Powers. I use the phrase, possession
by New Mexico ; but it is only for brevity, and to give locali¬
ty to the term possession. New Mexico possesses no territo¬
ry : she is a territory, aod belongs to the United Slates ; and
the United States own ber as she stood on the day ofthe treaty
of peace and cession between the United States and the Re¬
public of Mexico ; and it is into that possession that I inquire,
and up to which 1 assert that the United States have a right
to hold until the question of title is decided. And to save

inquiry or doubt, and to 6how that the committee are totally
mistaken in law in assuming the consent of Texas to be in¬
dispensable to the settlement of the tit lev I say Here are three
ways to settle it, the first and best by compact, as I proposed
before Texas was annexed, and again by a bill of this year
next by a suit in the Supreme Court under that clause in the
constitution which extends the judicial power of the United
States to all controversies to which the United States^ is a

party, and that other clause which gives the Supreme Court
original juriidiction of all caaes to which a State is a party :

the third way is for the United 8tates to give a government to
New Mexico according to the territory she possessed when
she was ceded to the United States. These are the three
ways to settle the question.one of them totally dependant on
the will of Texas.one totally independent of her will.and
one independent of her will until she chooses to go into court.
As to any thing that Texas or New Mexico may do in taking
or relinquishing possession, it is all moonshine. New
Mexico is a territory of the United 8ta'es. She ia the pro¬
perty of the United States ; and she cannot dispose of herself,
or any part of herself; nor can Texas take her, or any part of
her. 8he is to stand as she did the day the United States
acquired her; and to that point all my examinations are

directed.
I proceed with the possession of New Mexico, and show

that it has been actual and continuous from the conquest of
the country by Don Juan de Oriate, in 1595, to the present
time. That ancient actual possession has already been shown
at the starting point of the line.at El Paso del Norte. I will
now show it to be the same throughout the continuation of
the line across the Puerco and its valley, and at aome points
on the left bank of the Del Norte below El Paso. And first
df the Puerco river. It risea in the latitude of Santa Fe, and
in its immediate neighborhood, only ten miles from it, ar.d
running south falls into the Rio del Norte about three hun¬
dred miles on a straight line below El Paso, and has a valley
of its own between the mountain range,on the west, which
divides it from the valley of the Del Norte, to which it is paral¬
lel, and the high arid table land on the east called El Llano
Estacado.the Staked Plain.which divides it from the head¬
waters of the Red river, the Colorado, the Brasos, and other
Texan streams. It is a long river, its head being in the
latitude of Nashville.its mouth a degree and a half south of
New Orleans. It washes the base of the high table land, and
receives 110 affluents, and has no valley on that side : on the
west it has a valley, and many bold affluents, coming down
from the mountain range, (the Sierra Obscura, the Sierra
Blanca, and the Sierra de los Organos,) which divide it from
the valley of the upper Del Norte. It is valuable for its
length, being a thousand miles, following its windings.from
its course, which is north and south.from the quality of its
water, derived from high mountains.from its valley, timber¬
ed and grassy, part prairie, good for cultivation, for pasturage,
and salt. It has two climates, cold in the north from its alti¬
tude (7,000 feet).mild in the south from its great descent,
not less than 5,000 feet, and with a general amelioration
of climate over the valley of the Del Norte from its open¬
ness on the east and m untain shelter on the west. It is a

river of New Mexico, arid is so classified in geography.
It is an old possession of New Mexico, and the most valu>
able part of it, and has many of her towns and villages
upon it. Las Vegas, Gallinas, Tecolote Abajo, Cuesta,
Pecos, San Miguel, Anton Chico, Salinas, Gran Quivira,
are all upon it. Some of these towns date their origin
as far back as the first conquest of the Taos Indian?, about
the year 1600 ; and some have an historical interest, and a

spacial relation to the question of title between New Mexico
and Texas. Pecos is the old village of the Indians of that
name, famous for the sacred fire so long kept burning there
for the return of Montezuma. Gran Quivira was a consider¬
able mining town under the Spaniards before the year
1680, when it was broken up in the great Indian revolt
of that year. Dr. Wislizenus thus speaks of it, (June,
1846 :)
" Within the last few years several Americana and French¬

men have visited the place, and although they have not fount!
the reputed treasure, they certify at least to the existence oi
an aqueduct, about ten miles in lengb, to the (till standing
walla of several churches, the sculpture of the Spanish coa
of arms, and to many spacious pits, supposed to be silver
mines. It was no doubt a Spanish mining town ; and it it
not unlikely that it was destroyed in 1680, iu the general ant
successful insurrection of the Indians in New Mexico aguins1
the Spaniards."

Las Salinas are the salt lakes in the valley of the Puerco,
about one hundred miles southeast from Santa Fe, and when
the people of Now Mexico have obtained their salt from thi
settlement of the country to the present day. This iu wha
Dr. Wislizenus says of these places : .

"About four days travelling (probably 100 miles) south-
southeast of Santa F6, are some exienaive salt lakea, or "Sali¬
nas," trorn which all the salt used in New Mexico is procured.
Large caravans go there every year from Sjnta F6, in tht? drj
season, and return with as mucl as they can transport. Thej
exchange, generally, one bushel of salt tor one of Indian corn,
or sell it f'fr one, and even two dollars a bushel." *

San Miguel, twenty miles from Santa F6, is the placr
where the Texan expedition, under Col. Cooke, were taker
prisoners in 1841.
To all these evidences of New Mexican possession of thi

Rio Puerco and its valley, is to be added the further evi
dence resulting from acts of ownership in grants of land madt
upon its upper part, as in New Mexico, by the superioi
Spanish authorities before the revolution, and by the New
Mexican local authorities since. The lower half was un

granUd, and leaves much vacant land, and the best in the
country, to the United States.
The great p istoral lands »f New Mexico are in the vallej

of the i'uftico, where millions of sheep were formerly pastured,
now rcductd to about two hundred thousand by the depreda¬
tion of the Indians. The New Mexican inhabitants of the
Del Norte send their flocks there to be herded by shepherds,
on the shares ; and in this way, and by taking their salt there,
and in addition to their towns and settlements, and grants ui
lands, the New Mexicans have had possession of the Puercc
ar.d its valley since the year 1600.that is to say, for aboul
one hundred years before the shipwreck of La Salle, in the
buy of San Bernardo, revealed the name of Texas to Europe
and America.
These are the actual possesions of New Mexico on the Rio

Punrco. On tbe Rio del Norte, as cutoff by the committee's
bill, tbere are, the little town of Frontera, ten miles above
El IVo, a town began opposite El Paso, San Elizario,
twenty miles below, and some houses lower down opposite
El Presidio del Norte. Of all these, San Elizario is the moat
considerable, having a population of some four thousand souls,
onoe a town of New Biscay, now of New Mexico, and now
the property of the United States by avulsion. It is an island;
ar.d the main river, former y on the north and now on the
south of the island, leaves it in New Mexico.. When Pike
went through it, it was the most northern town, and tbe
f.ontier garrison of New Biscay ., and there the then Lieu¬
tenant Governor of New Mexico, who had escorted him from
El Paso, turned him over to the authorities of anew province.
It is now the most southern town of New Mexico, without
having changed its place, but the river which disap|>eart)d
fr m its channel in that place in 1752 has now changed it to
tbe south of the is'and. Humboldt thus describes this phe¬
nomenon :
" The inhabitants of the Paso del Norte have preserved (be

memory of a very extraordinary event which took place in the
yesr 1754. They saw all at once the bed of the river dry
ihirty leagues above, and more than twenty leagues below the
Paso : the water of the river threw itself into a crevaste newly
formed, and did not issue again until near the Presidio of San
Elisario. This loss of the Kio del Norte continued a consi¬
derable tims. The beautiful fields which surround the Paso,
and which are traversed by little canals of irrigation, remain¬
ed without watering ; the inhabitants dug wells in the asm'
w-ih whicti the bed of the river ia filled. Finally, alter seve¬

ral weeks they saw the water fake its ancient coursc, without
doubt because the crevasse and the subterranean conduits hail
filled themselves.".Estay on vVtui Spain, vol. 1, />. 30V

I reiterate: I am not arguing title ; I am only thowing
possession, which is a right to remain in possession until t'tln
is decided. The argument of title his often been introduc.d
into th s question ; and a letter from President Polk, through
Sec c'ary Buchanan, has often been read on the I exan side
Now, whut I have to say of thit letter, so frequently referred
to, and considered so conclusive, is this : that, however pole it
it may have be«n in inducing annexation, or bow mu h a:>

ever it may bj entitled to consideration in fixing the amount
to ho paid to Texaa for her Mexican claim, yet as an evi¬
dence of tiile, after title, I should piy no more regard to it
than to a chopter fr ru the life and adventures of Kubin<on
Crusoe. Congr ss and the judiciary are the suthonti -s to
decido such claims to titles, and not Pre-i lents ai.d
Secretaries

I rest upon the position, then, that the Rio Puerco, and
its valley, ia and wis a New Mexican posses-ion, as well ss
ihe left bank of the Del Nerie, from sb<ive El Paso to below
the mouth of the Puerco j and that this posM-srion ranno' be
diiturhed without raising the double que tion, first, of actual
extension of slavery j and, secondly, of th-s present legal
existence if slavery in all New Metico east of the Rio
Grande, m a part of Texaa. These are the questions which
the proposed line of the c mtmittee raise, and forre us to face.

They are not questions of my seeking, but T shell not .void'
them- It is not »new question with me, this extension of
slavery in that quarter. I met it in 18*4, before the annexa¬
tion of Texas. On the 10th day of June, of that year, and
as part of a bill for a compact with Texas, and to settle aU
questions with heo.the very ones which now perplex us.before she wse annexed, I proposed, as article V. in the
projected clause :

Art. V. "The existence of slavery lo be for ever prohibi¬ted in that part of the annexed Territory which lies west of
the hundredth degree of longitude west from the meridian ot
Greenwich."

This is what I proposed six years ago* and os one in a
aerica of propositions to be offered to Texas and Mexico for
settling all questions growing out of the projected annexation
beforehand. They were not adopted. Immediate annexa¬
tion, without rogard to consequences,. was the cry ; and all
temperate counsels were set down to British Traitors, Aboli¬
tionists, and Whigs. Well! we have to regard consequences
now.several consequences ; cne of which ia this extension of
slavery, which the report aBd conglomerate bills of the Com¬
mittee of Thirteen force us to face. 1 did so six years ago,
and .heard no- outbreak against my opinions then. But my
opposition to the extension of slavery dates further back than
1844.forty years further back ; and as this is a suitable time
for a g«ueraJ declaration, and a sort of general conscience de¬
livery, I will say that my opposition to it dates from 1804,
when I was a student at law in the State of Tennessee, and
studied the subject of African slavery in an American book.
a Virginia beok.Tucker's edition of Blackstone's Commen¬
taries. And here it is, (holding up a volume and reading
from the title page :) " Blackstones Commentaries, unth
notes of reference to the constitution and laws of the Foderal
Government ofthe United States, and ofthe Commonwealth
of Virginia, m five volumes, with an appendix to each vo¬
lume containing short tracts, as appeared necessary to form
a connected view of the laws ef Virginia as a member of
the Federal Union. Bu St. George Tucker, Professor of
law in the University oflViUiam and Mary, and ono ofthe
Judgesof the General Court in Virginia. In thia Ameri¬
can book.this Virginia edition of an English workr-I found
my principles on the subject of slavery. Among the short
tracts in the appendixes is one of fifty pages in the appendix
to the first volume, second part, which treata of the subj. ct of
African slavery in the United States, with a total Condemna¬
tion of the institution, and a plan for its extinction in
Virginia. In that work.in that school.that old Virgi¬
nia scho I which I was taught to reverence.I found my prin¬
ciples on slavery : and adhere to them. I concur in the whole
essay, except the remedy.gradual emancipation.and find
in that remedy the danger which the wise men of Virginia
then saw and dreaded, but reaolted to encounter, because it
was to become worse with time : the danger to both races
from so large an emancipation. The men of that day were
not enthusiasts or fanatics: they were statesmen and philoso¬
phers. They knew that the emancipation of the bUck slave
was not a mere question between master and slave.not a

question of property merely.but a question of white and
black.between races : and what was to be the consequence
to each race from a large emancipation.* And there the
wisdom, not the philanthropy, of Virginia balked fifty years
ago there the wisdom of America balks now. And here I
find the large.t objection to the extension of slavery.to plant¬
ing it in new regions where it does not now exist.bestow¬
ing it on those who have it not. The insurability of the evil is
the greatest objection to the extension of slavery. It is wrong
for the legislator to inflict an evil which can be cured how
much more to inflict one that is incurable, and against the
will of the people who are to endure it forever ! I quarrel
with no one for supposing slavery a blessing : I deem it an
evil : and would neither adopt it nor impose it on others.
Yet I nm a slaveholder, and among the few members of Con¬
gress who hold slaves in this District.

In refusing to extend slavery into these seventy thousand
square miles, I act in conformity not only to my own long-
established principles, but also in conformity to the long-
established practice of Congress. Fiee times in four years
did Congress refuse the prayer of Indiana for a temporary
suspension of the anti-slavery clauee of the ordinance of'87.
On the 2d of March, 1803, Mr. Randolph, of Roanoke, as

chairman of the committee to which the memorial praying
the suspension was referred, made a report against it, which
was concurred in by the House. This is the report:
» That the rapid population of the State of Ohio sufficiently

evinces, in the opinion of your committee, that the labor of
slaves is not necessary to promote the growth and settlement
of colonies in that region. That this labor, demonstrably the
dearest of any, can only be employed to advantage in the culti¬
vation of products more valuable than any known to that
quarter "of the United States : that the committee deem it
highly (iangerous and inexpedient to impair a provision wisely
calculated to promote the I appincss and prosperity ot the
northwestern country, and to give btrength and security to
that extensive frontier. In the salutary operation of this sa¬

gacious and benevolent restraint, it is believed that the in¬
habitants of Indiana wil', at no very distant day, find ample
remuneration for a temporary privation of labor and of emi¬
gration."

This report of Mr. Randolph was in 1803 the next year,
March, 1804, a different report, on the fame prayer, was
made by a committee of which Mr. RoJney, ol Delaware,
was chairman. It recommended a suspension of the anti
slavery clause for ten years; it was not concurred in by the
House. Two years afterwards, February, 1806, a similar
report, recommending suspension for ten years was made by
a committee of which Mr. Oarnett, of Virginia, was chair¬
man : it met the same fate.non concurrence. The next

! year, 1807, both Houses were tried. In February of that
! year, a committee of the House, of which Mr. Parke, was

chairman, reported in favor of the indefinite suspension of the
clause the report was not concurred in. And in November
of that year, Mr. Franklin, of North Carolina, as chairman
of a committee of the Senate, made a report against the sus¬

pension, which was concurred in by the Senate j and unani¬
mously, as it would seem from the Journal, there being no
division called for. Thus, five times in four years, the re¬

spective Houses of Congress refused lo admit even a tempo
rary extension, or rather re-extension of slavery into Indiana
Territory, which had been before the ordinance of'87 a slave
territory, holding many slaves at Vincennes. These five re-
fusals to suspend the ordinance of '87, were so many con¬
firmations of it. All the rest of the action of Congress on

s the subject, was to the same effect or stronger. The Missouri
compromise lino was a curtailment of slave territory; the
Texas annexation resolutions were the same ; the ordinance
of '87 itself, so often confirmed by Congress, was a curtail-
ment of slave territory.in fact its actual abolition ; for it is
certain that slavery existed in fact in the French settlements
of the Illinois at that time ; and that the ordinance terminated
it. I act then in conformity to the long, uniformly establish¬
ed policy of Congress, as well as in conformity to my own

principles, in refusing to vote the extension of slavery which
the committee's line would involve.

I return to the point.the 70,000 square miles of territory
which the committee's line would transfer from the possession
of New Mexico to the posstssion of Texas.and the question
of the extension of slavery which grows out of that transfer.
There is no slavery on it now, either in law or in fact. It will
be there by law if the transfer is made. This leaves open but
one question ; snd that is, can climate be relied Upon to keep it
away } I think not. There are two climates in New Mexico.
on# frigid, the other temperate ; and these 70,000 square miles
are in the temperate part. It is a long province, stretching
north and south, high and mountainous in the north..lower,
and with broader valley lower down. Santa Fe has an ele¬
vation of 7,250 feet, El Paso 3,800. The Rio del Norte is
Culled in tho upper part of its course the river above, (Rio
Arriva;) in the lower part, river below, (Rio Abajo?) and the
climate corresponds with this stiucture of the country.rigor¬
ous at Santa Fe, mild at El Pa30. Humboldt thus speaks
of them :
« New Mexico, though placed under the same latitude with

Syria and Central Persia, has a climate eminently cold. It
freezes there in the middle of the month of May, near to San-
ta Fx, ar d a little further north (under the parallel of the
More i) the Rio del Norte is covcretl sometimes several yearsin succession with ice so thick that horses and carriages pass
on it. We do not know the ilevation of the country in New
Mexico ; but I doubt whether, under the 37* of latitude, the
bed of the river may have more than seven or eight hundred
metres ofelevation abi>ve the level of the ie>. The mountains
which border the valley of the Del Norte, even those at the foot
of which is placed the village of Taos, lose their snow alreadytowards the commencement of the month of June."

[Vol. 1, />. 30i.
««The environs of El Paso are a delicious country, which

resemble the most beautiful parts of Andalgsia. The fields
are cultivated in corn and wheat. The vineyard* produce ex¬
cellent wines, which are preferred even to the wines of I'ar-
ras and of New Biscay. The gardens contain in abundance
all the fruit trees of Kitrope.figs, peaohes, pomegranates, andpears.".Vol. 3, p. 306.

Humboldt is right, and recent travellers confirm now what
he wrote in 1804. It was at the head of the valley of the
Del Nor'.c, pome ^ree degrees north of Santa Fe, that Ool.
Fremont suffered his great disaster.had to struggle through
snows abov < ih heads of men and horses, and found it a re¬
lief to tread tho river, solid with ice, for a roud. Atlanta
Fe, the 20'.h of February, it was winter; eight days after¬
wards, on the Kio Absjo, half way to El Paso, and havingdescended 2,f»00 f ct, and still 1,200 feet above the level ot
El Paso, it was spring.the farmers ploughing and seeding,the early fruit trees in bloom, and the air so mild that he
camped out of nights, and without tents, though in a settled
and h<t'p:t'ib!e country. Here, then, are two climatei in
New Mexico.one a barrier against the introduction of Afri¬
can slavery, the other not; and it is that part which is not a
barrier that is proposed to be transferred to Texas. This ap¬plies to the Del Norte and its valley: it is still more true of the
Pueico and it-- valley. Rising in the latitude, and at the ele-

. «. It may be asked why not retain the blscVs among us,
and ineorpora e them into the State. Deep rooted prejudicesentertained by the whites ten thousand recollections of the
Mucks o' the injuries they have sustained ; new provocations ;
the real distinctions which nature has made ; and many other
circumstances, will divide us into parties and produce convul¬
sions, wh ch will probably never end but in the extermina'ion
of one or the other race. .Jrfferton.

ration of Sanla Fe, it ifcaeenda bdow the latitude, and below
the elevation of El Pasoi end ia milder is ita climate through'
out, becauae more open to the east, and sheltered on the west
bj a long and lofty range of moantaina. Ita more genial cli¬
mate makee it, aa I have said, the bucolic region of New
Mexico, to which the inhabitanta of the banks of the Del
Norte aend their flocks to find their own food, and live with¬
out khelter, the year round. And it ia precisely the southern
half of thia river and valley, reaching a degree and a half
aouth of New Orleans, and without sufficient altitude to coun¬
teract the effect of southern latitude, that the committee's bill
would tranafer from the possession of New Mexico to the pos¬
session of Texas. Climate there can be no bar to the intro¬
duction of slavery ; and thua ita actual exteniion into that
quarter becomes the question which the committee's bill force*
us to face.and which I have faced !
The committee'a line has the further ill consequenee of

raiaing the question of the existence of slavery by law in the
Santa Fe part even of New Mexico. If their line is a eom-

promiie of the Texas claim, it admits the right and sove¬
reignty of Texas both above and below, and will involve
members in an inconvenient vote.the consequence of which
is readily seen.

This is a consequence which the committee's bill involves,
and from which there ia no escape but in the total rejection of
their plan, and the adoption of the line which I propose.the
longitudinal line of 102..which, corresponding with ancient
title and actual possesion, avoids the question of slavery in
either country; which, leaving the population of each un¬
touched, disturbs no interest; and which, in splitting the high
sterile table land of the Staked Plain, conforma to the natu¬
ral division of the country, and leaves to each a natural fron¬
tier, and an ample extent of compact and homogeneous terri¬

tory. To Texas, is left ail the tenitory drained by all the rivers
which have their mouths within her limits, whether thoae
mouths are in the Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi, or the Rio
Grande : to New Mexico is left the whole course of the Rio
Puerco and all its valleyj and which, added to the valley of
the Del Norte, will make a State of the first c!aa»in point of
territory, susceptible of large population and wealth, and in a

compact form capable of dcfence against Indians. The
Staked Plain is the natural frontier of both countries. It is
a dividing wall between systems of waters and systems of
countries. It is a high sterile plain, some sixty miles wide
upon some five hundred long, running north and south, its
western dealivity abrupt and washed by the Puerco at ita base:
ita eastern broken into chasms.canones.from which issue
the myriad of little stream* which, flowing towards the rising
sun, form the great rivers.Red river, Brasos, Colorado,
Nueces, which find their outlet in the Mississippi or in the
Gulf of Mexico. It is a salient feature in North American
geography from ita structure.a table of land aixty miles wide,
five hundred long, and tome thousands feet above the level of
the sea.and^terile, level, without a shrub, a plant, or

grasay and presenting to the traveller a horizon of its own like
the ocean. Without a landmark to guide the steps of the
traveller across it, tke early hunter* and herdsmen of New
Mexico staked thejr course across it ; and hence its name, El
Uarw Eetnrada-ji.be Staked Plain. It is a natural frontier
between New Mexico and Texas; and for such a line,
quieting all questions between them, all with the United
States, yielding ri'ar two hundred thousand square milos of
territory to the tfiited States, and putting into her hands the
means of populating and defending New Mexico by giving
lands to settlers and defenders.I am ready to vote the fiftoen
m'llions which mjr bill fairly and oponly proposes. For the
line in this bill I would not give a copper. But it would be
a grrat error to tuppose I would give fifteen millions for the
territory in dispute between New Mexico and Texas. That
disputed territory is only a small part of what the Texan ces¬
sion would be. It would embrace four degrees of latitude on
the north of Te^as, and a front of a thousand milea on the
Arkansas, and would give to the United States territory indis¬
pensable to her to the population and defence both of New
Mexico and Uta^, in front of both which this part of Texas lies.
The committee, in their report, and the Senator from Ken¬

tucky (Mr. Cl^t) in his specch, are impressive in their repre¬
sentations infator of giving Governments to New Mexico and
the remaining part of California. I join them in ail they say
in favor of the tecesaity of these Governments, and the duty
of Congress to give them. I mean Territorial Governments,
and w <uld not ^ote for State Governments in either of them,
even if they se»t constitutions here. I do not deem them
ripe for such Governments ; they aro too young and weak for
that. They arp in our hands, and upon our hands, and be¬
long to us; and it is our duty to provide for them, and take
care of them, until they are strong enough to take care of
themselves sovereign States. Both Territories require
government at our hands, and protection along with it; New
Mexico especially, now desolated by Indian ravages, and
suffering more in the three years that she has belonged to the
United States than in any three years of her existence.even
during the most helpless period of the Mexican rule. The
Spanish Government, under the vice regal system, appropri¬
ated two thousand dragoons to the protection of the internal
provinces from the Apaches, the Navahoes, the Cumanches,
and other wild Indians. We have a few companies of dra¬
goons and some stationary infantry, in sight of whose bar¬
racks these Indians slay men and women, carry off chi'dren,
and dtive away flocks and herds, sometimes thousands in a

drove. The Navahoes actually have more New Mexican sheep
now than the New Mexicans have left. A single individual
inhabitant ofEl Paso owned more cattle andshetp when Pike
was there in 1806 than the whole town and settlement now
own. Single inhabitants of the Valley del Norte owned
flocks and herds then nearly equal to those of the whole pro¬
vince now. The Valley of Puerco, then the sheep-walk of
million?, is now reduced to some two hundred thousand, and
becoming less every day. All this is a reproach to us. It is
a reproach to republican Government in our persons. It is
an appeal to us for succor and protection, to which we can¬
not be deaf without drawing down upon our heads the cen¬
sure of all good men. But this bill is not the way to give it.
These Governments are balked by bciag put into this bill.
They not only impede California, but themselves. The con¬

junction is an injury to both. They mutually delay and en¬

danger each other. And it is no argument in favor of the
conjunction to say th it the establishment of a Government
for New Mexico requires the previous settlement of her east¬
ern boundary with Texas. That is no argument for tacking
Texas, with all' her multifarious questions, even to New
Mexico, much less to California. It is indeed very desirable
to settle that boundary, and to sattle it at once, and forever ;
but it is not an indispensability to the creation of a Govern¬
ment for New Mexico. We have a right to a Government
according to her possession ; and that we can give her, to
continue till the question of title is decided. The uti possi¬
detis.as you posses?.is the principle to govern our legis¬
lation.the principle which gives the possessor a right to the
possession until the question of title is decided. This princi¬
ple is the same both in national and municipal law.both in
the case of citizens or communi'ies of the same Government,
and between independent nations. The mode of decision
only is different. Between independent nations it is done by
negotiation or by arms : between citizens or communities of
the same Government, it is done by law. Independent na¬

tions may invade and fight each other for a boundary : citi¬
zens or communities of the same Government cannot. And
the party that shall attempt it commits a violation of law and
order ; and the Government which permits such violation is
derelict of its duty.

I have now examined, so far as I propose to do it on a

motion for indefinite postponement, the three bills which the
committee have tacked together.the California, Utah, New
Mexico, and Texas bills. There are two other bills which
I have not mentioneJ, because they are not tacked, but only
hung on; but which belong to the system, as it is called, and
without some mention of which injustice would be done tj
the committee in the presentation of their scheme. The fu¬
gitive sla^e recovery bill and the District of Columbia slave-
trade suppression bill are parts of the system of measure*
which the committee propose, and which, taken together, are

to constitute a compromise, and to terminate for ever and
most fraternally all the dissensions o( the slavery agitation
in the United States. They apply to two out of the five
gaping wounds which the Senator from Kentucky enumerated
on the five fingers of hia left hand, and for healing up all
w! ich at once he had provided one large plaster, big enough
tn cover all, and efficacious enough to cure all < while the
Piesident only proposed to cure one, and that with a little
pla ter, and it of no efficacy. I do not propose to examine
these two attendant, or sequacious bills, which dangle at the
tail of the other three. I will qot go into them, nor mention
them further than to say, that the alternative in the report to

pay the owner out of the Federal Treasury for the loss of
irrecoverable slaves, might admit, in practice, of abolition in
the States by the legislation of Congress and the purse of the
nation ; and to suppress the slave-trade in this District as a

concession for abstaining from the abolition of slavt ry in this
District, as expressed in the report, pige 17, is to make a

cor cession of something valuable f >r an abstinence which
wo have had for sixty years without conccesion, and are still
to have on the same terms !

This is the end of the eommitfee'* labor.five o'd 1 ills
ga'hertd up from i.ur table, tackcJ together, and rhria'eried a

compromise! Now compromise is a pretty plita.-e at all times, f
and is a good thing in i self, when there happens to be any
parties to make it, any authority to enforce it, any penalties
tor breaking it, or any thing to he eom promised. The com-

promises of the constitu'ion are ol that kind ; and ihey staqd
Compromises made in court, and entered of record, are of
that kir d ; and they stand. Coinprom ses road* l»y indi¬
viduals on claims to property are likewise of that ch racier;
and tliey stand. I respect all such compromises. But where
there happens to be no hing to be compromised, no parlies to
make a compromise, no power to enforce it, no penalty for its
breach, no obligation on any one.not even its makers.to
observe it, and when no two human beings can sgrce abeut
its meaning, then a compromise becomes ri tieu'ous and
pes iferous. I have no resject for it, and eschew it. It can-
not stand, and will fall; and in its fall will raise up more ills
lhau'it was intended to cure. And of this character I deem
this farrago of incongitious matter, which ha*be>-n gathered up
ind stuck together, and offered to u* "all or none," like
" fifty four forty," to be. It has none of the requ'sites of a

:<>mpromi?c, and the name cannot make it so.

Ia the first place, there we no parties to make . compro¬mise. . We are not in Convention, but in Congress ; sod I Jo
cot admit a geographical division of parties ia this chamber,
although the Committee of Thirteen was formed upon that
principle.six from the South, half a dozen from the North,
and one from the borders of both. I recognise no such
parties. I know no North, and I know no South ; and I
repulse and repudiate, as a thing to be forever cor.dtmned,
this firrt attempt to establish geographical parties in this
chamber by creating a committee formed upon that principle.
In the next place, there is no sanciion for any 9uch compro¬
mise.no authority to enforce it.none to punish its violation.
In the third place, there is nothing to be compromised. A
compromise is a concession, a mutual concession of contested
rights between two parties. I know of nothing-to be conccded
ou ihe part of the elaveholding States in regard to their slave
property, Their rights are independent of the Federal
Government, and admitted in the Constitution.a right to
hold their slavea at property, a right to pursue and recover
tbem as property, a right to it as a political element in the
weight of thete States, by making five count three in the
national representation. These are our rights by an instru¬
ment which we are bound to respect, and I will concede none
of them, nor purchase any of them. I never purchase a» a
concession what I hold to be a right, nor accept an inferior
title when I already hold the highest. Even if this congeries
of bills was a compromise, in fact, I should be opposed to it,
for the reasons stated. But the fact itself is to me apocry¬
phal. What is the case of five old bills introduced by differ¬
ent members as common legislative measures : these five are
caught up by the Senator from Kentucky, and bis committee,
bundled together, and then called a compromise! Now, this
mystifies me. The same bills wera ordinary legislation in the
hands of their authors ; they become a sacred compromise in
the hands of their new possessors. They seemed to be of no
account as law*; they become a national panacea as a com¬
promise. The difference seems to be in the change of name.
The poet telLv us tbat a rose will smell as sweet by any other
name. That may be true of roses, but not of compromises. In
the case of the comp'omise, the whole smell is in the name,and here is the proof. The Senator from Illinois (Mr. Douo-
las) brought in three of these bills: they emitted no smell.
The Senator from Virgioia (Mr. Mason) brought in anoth¬
er of them.no smell in that. The Senator from Missouri,
who now 9peaks to the Senate, brought in the fifth.ditto,
no smell about it. The olfactory nerve of the nation never
scented their existence. But no soooer are they jumbled tor
gether, and called a compromise, than the nation is filled with
their perfume. People smell it all over the land, and, like
the inhalers of certain drugs, become frantic for the thing.This mystifies me, and the nearest that I can come to a
solution of the mystey is in the case of the two Dr. Town-
send'a and their sarsaparilla root. They both extract from
the-eame root, but the extract is .totally a different article in
the hands of the two Doctors produced by one, a universal
panacea; the other, little less than poison. Here is what the
Old( Doctor says of this strange difference :
" We wish it understood, because it is the abtolute truth,,tbat S. P. Townsei»d's article and Old Dr. Jacob Townsend's

Sarsaparilla are heaven-wide opart, and infinitely dissimilar ;hat they are unlike in every particular, having not, one singlething in common."
And accounts for the difference thus :
" The Sarsaparilla root, it ia well known to medical men,contains ruany medicinal properties, aud'some properties which

are inert or useless, and others which, if retained in preparingit for use, producesfermentation anil acid, which is injurious
to the ij stem. Some of the properties of sarsaparilla are so
volatile that they entirely evaporate and are lost in the prepa¬ration, if they are not preserved by a scientific process, knownonly to the experienced in its manufacture. Moreover, those
volatile priticiples, which fty off in vapor, or as an exhalation,under heat, are the very essential medical properties of the
root, which give to it all its value."
Now, all this is perfectly intelligible to me. I underhand

it exactly. It shows me precisely how the same root is either
to be a poison or a medicine, as it happens to be in the hands
of the old or tho young d ctor. This may be the cise with
these bills. To me it looks like a clue to the mystery ;
but I decide nothing, and wait patiently for the solution which
the Senator from Kentucky may give when he comes to an¬
swer this part of my speecfe. The Old Doctor winds up in
requiring particular attention to his name labelled on the bot¬
tle, to wit, *'Old Doctor Jacob Townsend," and not YoungDoctor Samuel Townsend. This shows that there is virtue
in a name when applied to the extract of sarsaparilla root;
and there may be equal virtue in it when applied to a compro¬mise bill. If so, it may show bow the*e self same bills are
of no force or virtue in the hands of the young Senator from Illi¬
nois, (Mr. Douglas,) and become omnipotently efficacious in
the hands of the old Senator from Kentucky.

This is the end of the grand committee's work.five old
bills tacked together, and presented as a remedy for evils which
have no existence, and required to be accepted under a penal¬ty.the penalty of being gazetted as enemies of compromise,and played at by the organs! The old one, to be sure, is
dreadfully out of tune.the s'rings all broken and the screws
all loose, and discoursing most woful music, and still requir¬
ing us to'dance to it! And such dancing it would be!.noth¬
ing but turn round, cross over, set-to, and back out! Sir,
there was once a musician.we have all read of him.nh'i
had power with his lyre.(but his instrument was spelt
I y r e).not only over men, but over wild beasts also, and even
over sones, which he could make dance into their places
when the walls of Ilion were to be built. But our old organ¬
ist was none of that sort, even in his best day ; and since the
injury to his instrument in playing the grand national air ol
the four f's.the fifty-four forty or fight.it is so out of tune
that its music will be much more apt to ?care of!' tame men
than to charm wild beasts or stones.
No sir ! no more slavery compromises. Stick to those we

have in the constitution, and they will be stuck to Look at
the four votes.those four on the propositions which I sub¬
mitted. No abolition of slavery in the States : none in the
forts, arsenals, navy yards and dock yards: none in the Dis¬
trict of Columbia : no interference with the slave trade be¬
tween the States. These are the votes given on this floor,
and which are above all Congress, compromises because they
abide the compromises of the constitution.
The committee, besides the ordinary purposes of legislation,

that c f making laws for the government of the people, pro¬
pose another object of a differ* nt kind, that of giving peace
and happiness to a miserable and distracted people.innuendo,
the people of the United States. They propose this ol>j»ct as
the grand r< suit and crowning tnorcy of their multifarious
labors. The gravity witfi wh eh the chairman of the com¬
mittee has brought toward this object in his report, and the
pathetic manner in which he has enforced it in his sp ec'o,
and the cxact enumeration he has made of the pub!:,*, calami¬
ties upon his fingers ends, preclude the idea, a* I have here¬
tofore intimated, of any intentional joke to be prac ised upon
us by that distinguished Senator ; otherwise I night have
been tempted to believe that the eminent Senator, unbending
from his serious occupations, had condescended to amu^e
himself at our expense. Certnn it is that the conception of
this restoration of peace and happiness it: moat jocose. In
the first place, there is no contention to be icronciled, no dis¬
traction to be composed, no misery to be as* ioge«l, 110 hst
harmony to be restored, no lost hif ness t > .be recovcreJ !
And, if there was, the committee is not tho pai:y to give us
these blessings. Their example and pr< cept d 1 not agree.
They prcach concord, and practise discord. They recom¬
mend harmony to others, and disagree among th 'mselves.
They propose the fraternal kiss to us, and Rive t! emselves
rude rebuffs. Scarcely is the healing rep irt read, and the
anodyne bills, or pills, laid on our tables, thun fierce conten¬
tion breaks out in the ranks of the committee i's.df. They
attack each other." They give and take fi rce licks. The
great peace maker himself fares badly.stuck all over with
arrows, like the man on the first leaf of the nh .anac. Here,
in our presence, in the very act of consummating the mar-
r age of California with Utah, New Mexico, Texas, the fuga¬
cious slaves of the States, and (he marketable slaves of this
Dis'rict.in this very act of consummation, as in a certain
wedding feast of old, the feapt becomes a fight.the festival a

combat.and the amiable guests puc mel caih other.
When his committee was fonnid, and himself safely in¬

stalled at the head of i», conqueror nnd pacificator, the Sena¬
tor fiom Kt ntucky appearid to be ho happiest of mankind.
We nil remember thut night. He seamed to ache with plea¬
sure. It was too great for continence. It burst forth. In
the fulness of his joy, and the overflowing of his hrart, he
entered upon that series of cong'a'ulati.m which seemed to
me to be rather premature, ut d in d siejnrd of the saje maxim
which admonishes the traveller never to heI ioo ti'l he is out
of the woods. I thought so then. I » forcibly reminded of
it 011 Haturday last, when I saw that Senator, after vain ef¬
forts to compose his friends, and even reminding hcoiof what
th<y were " threatened" with thisdiy.innuendo, this poor
speech of mine.gather up his beaver and quit the chamber,
in a way that seemed to say, the Lord have mccy uj on you
a I, for lam done with you! But the Senator was happy
that ni^ht.Mipremely so. All h s plans had succeeded.
Committee of Thirteen fippo'nted.he himself its chairman.|
all p >w r put into their hnnd<.thur own har ds un'ird, and
the hsnd* of the Senate tied.and the parlies just ready to be
bound toge her fo erer. It was an ecstatic moment for the
Sena'or, tomeihirg like that of the he>o'c Pirithcus when he
surveyed the preparitiona for the nuptial feast.saw the c m-
par y a 1 present, t|i- lapithaj on courhes, the cen aurs on their
hauncic.bratd the/./ hymen leginning to resound, ard
siw the beautecu* Hippi d imia, about as beauteous I suppose
as California, come "glit'oring Idie a star," an<| tak«i b«r
stand on hia lef hand. It was a happy mom at for Piri'lums !
and in the fulness of his feelings he m-ght have given vent to
hi* joy in congra ulatiens to all ih« compat y present, to all the
lapiihie and to alt the rcntaurs, to a>l mankind an I to all
horsekind, on the auspicious event. But, ch . ihe decei'ful-
ness of human felicitv ! In an ina'ant the scene was changedthe t ast a fi^ht.the wedding frs ival a mortal combat.the
table itselfsupplying the implement of war !

" At first a medley flightOf howls and j*rs supply the fight;Onee implements of feas'a, but now of fate."
You know ho* it ended. The fight brok« up the fiast

fbe wedding was postponed. And to may it be with this

attempted conjunction of California with the many ilI-suit«F
spouses which .the Committee of Thirteen ha«e provided for
her.

Mr. President, it ia time to be done with thia comedy of
srrora. California ia suffering for want of admission. New
Mexico is suffering for want of protection. The public busi¬
ness ia suffering for want of attention. The character of
Congress is suffering for want of progress in buaineea. ft iatime to put an end to so many evils; and I have made themotion intended to terminate them, by moving the indefinite
postponement of this unmanageable mass of incongruousbills, each an impediment to the other,that they may be taken
op one by one, and in their proper order, to receive the decisionwhich their respective menu require.

j IN SENATE.

Toesday, Jvnk 11, 1950.
The Senate' proceeded to consider the amendment of the

House of Representatives to the bill to increase tbe rank and
tile of the army, and to incoursge enlistments.
The first question was on concurring in the amendment ot

tbe House to the second section.
Mr. RUSK. I hope that amendment will not be concurred

in. It would be an expense for no p< asiWe benefit whatever.
All those who hwe any acquaintance with military servicw
know well that mounted infantry, those who have been for
years in the service and know nothing on earth about hordes*and who aieal an age loo when they can learn nothing with
regard to them, are perfectly useless ; more useless on horae-
back a vaat deal than on foot. In the first place, they do not
know how to take care of horses j and in the second,
on horseback, they do not kaow how to ride at all ; and yet
they must neoessarily be used against the Indians, who are
the beat horsemen in the worl9. In such service they would
be utterly and totally useless. I hope, therefore, that the
amendment will not be agreed to the 8enate. Iiismy pur¬
pose to bring in a bill authorizing the Pre. iJent to increase
the force of the army by cavalry for that purpose, who can be
drilled properly and be of some service. But the amendment
of the House of Representatives does aet answer the purpose
at all. U will be a mere expense for no earthly use; for I am
sure that the infantry would be utterly useless and anabie .»
contend against the Indians, if mounted.
Mn DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not entirely approveof the amendment of the House. Indeed, I hail expected to

oppose it. It is not, however, quit* so bad as the Senator
from Texas represents, ft is a discretionary power conferred
on '-be President to mount such postiona of infantry serving
on the frontier as he may think proper. In the t-ill winch,
passed the Senate, and which cornea back from the House
with this amendment, provision is- made to secure the en¬
listment of Western men ; and I any be permitted to say to
the Senate that the Secretary of War connected that provi¬sion with this amendment, expecting that men would-be en¬
listed in the West who would be suitable for mounted service ;
and I do not doubt such enlistments may be msile, if tkeyhave a guaranty that they are to serve off' horseback. The-
Senator from Texas will probably admit that this is an expec¬tation which ia well founded. The Secretary of War pro¬
poses, then, to select such men from the different" companies
at various stations on the frontier*, and convert them into
mounted men. The companies of infantry will thus have on
their muster-rolls men serving on horseback. They are ta
be equipped and used as mounted men, to act as escorts and
to putoua the predatory bands of Indiana- Such* I ihn* i
due to the Secretary of War to state, »U the plan he propos¬
ed j and it is, in my opinion, capable of t xecution, if we

may consent thus to disturb the organization of the army,
would require additional remuneration to the men thus to
serve on horseback. They would require the pay of cavalry,
because their expenses would be increased by such service ;
and unless they serve permanently, I agree with the Senatoi
from Texas that they wonld be utterly useless. \ ou could
not detail a man unacquain'ed with his horse, and untrained to
riding, and expect him to perform the duty of a soldier ofcaval¬
ry He could only use tbe horse for transportation, to carry
him where he had to act, and tbe chance* would be that the
man and horse would part company before they got to tne
place of destination. But if, indeed, the man and horse
should together get there and back again.he having no ca¬
valry instruction.no permanent interest or attachment to uie
horse.would, by bis ignorance and cereleasneas, neglect and
abuse the animal. I think, therefore, on the whole, that the
provision is not entirely an economical one. I wouW my-Ulf prefer, both for efficiency and economy, io such
mounted force as ia required regularly organtz d. Yet, though
the expense would be greater, man for man, as long as it ia
kept up, according to the proposed plan, it is much easier to
net rid of it when no longer required as a mounted force.
The infantry could be ordered again on foot, wiithout
a law for diabandment, and the horses could be sold.
I think with tbe increase of the army propoted, by increasing
the rank and file of the frontier companies, and with tli- en¬
listments which can bo effected with the guaranty that they
are to serve on horseback, that the amendment ould be made
quite useful, though not so good as a regularly organ zed force
of cavalry I have always been in favor of having in our ar¬

my, upon the peace establishment, a nucleus for every branch
of the service. We have in recent years added light artillery
and dragoona. We have, however, no light cavalry and no
lancers. I think a regiment of light cavalry, and one or two
squadrons of that regiment armed as lanccre, would be a pro-
oer addition to the permanent organizstion of the array, on

. peace establishment, and would be the most effective force
that we could have for the protection of the fron'ier.
M- RUSK. I am satisfied that this is clearly an cxpenae

for nothing. The advantages which the honorable Senator
from Mississippi supposes would result from it are not com¬
mensurate in my opinion with the expense. Whefi we seek
to enlist men they will certainly much more readily enlist tor
horse than for foot service. But here there will be no gua¬
ranty. They will be enlisted in the infantry, and at the dis¬
cretion of the Secretary of War or the President they may or
may not be mounted. You could not, then, get the proper
materials, from the uncertainty as to what kind of service they
would iierform. Now, so far as infantry or mounted infan¬
try are concerned, on the frontiers of the country they are
worse than useless. I apeak from experience, and I say that
they are worse than useless. They operate as no defence to,
the frontier and as a temp ation to the Iudians. The busi¬
ness of these prairie Indians is to rob, steal, plunder, ar.

scalp. You place, then, in their neighborhood a garrison ot
infantry, who must necessarily have some kind of proper y
about the garrison. The Indians are first-rate horremeo ;
they are tempted there because they know the infantry can¬
not pursue them. They are tempted, in the first place, to
these places in the hope of plunder, which they carry >ac

their tribe as an evidence of chivalry and bravery 4 and in the
second place,' if they can citch a careless soldieraboutthe
fantry establishment they scalp hun, and carry back his scMp
as a mark of great honor and bravery, and dance over i_wi h.
their tribe. It is utterly impossible for tbe infantry to foil w
them, and there is a great necessity of a mounted force of a
most active character. As I have before had occasion to slate,
the people of Santa Fe are worse protected now and the In-
iliatiscommit more depredations than ever btfore; and what
is the reason > The reason is, that the temptation to
thtsc depredations is greater. Travellers are p isrtng
an unprotected country, and they csnnot resist the temptation
to attack these unguarded travellers for the sake of plunder.
Some places on the frontiers of Texia are suff ring worse than,
they have ever done before, and the reason of it is the un-
guard'd condition of the country and the numb- r ot emigrants
passing to California by land. Under these cUflumfaoces.»my opinion, we are adopting a method totally inade-iuaie t>
ibe necessity of the case. The expense of oue or two reii-
inen's on the frontier should be nothing comp^'d A,Ul tn*
absolute obligation which reals on the Government to protectiU You cannot stop tbe travel to California or the settlement
on the frontiora of Texas and in New Mexico, and i btcome*
therefore tbe imperative du'y of Congress to protect them.
And, sir, if this state of things is allowid to continue for two
or three years, the whole tribes will join in the*e warlike de¬
predations, and what might now be prevented by the expen¬
diture of a frw thousand dollars will coH millions h«reat-
ter. I ho!»e, therefore, the amendment will be rejected ; ami
at the proper time I will introduce a bill to increase the cavalry
ol thp army.

Mr. HUNTER. I have lis'enrd with tome attention to
the gentlemen who have discussed this bill, who are boh
gentlemen of great military experience; and although I d<>
not profesi to know much about such matters yet . ,h,nl1
see that the question lies in a nut-shell A bill lias pa<»«
the Senate to increase the army one-third. An 8,nc"''"f"has been put in by the House which is designed to rank.'
increase of one-third cover both the increase of the luiaoirj
and of the cavalry The Senator ftou Tt x.s w«hes to strike
out the amendment of the House, which cotifi o s

of both arms of the service within certain limit*.." tt

wishes to increase the army not only by ons-t mi .. »

but also to raise an additional forte of cava rv , -

^tbe increase gre»:er than the House is wjI u K " jgreater than the Senate is billing .o author*-. uji. U.J.
was a greater necessity for it than ha, yet been

^Aftex some further debate, the question
amendment and there were : yeas 2

Secretary of80 the ...^ HWt^the Senate waa ordered to intorm tn« n r

thereof.

SHOCt'O SKKIBftJN,
V»arre<i County. Rorth Carolina.

THIS fashionable and plt-asa- t watering place, with many
additions and impr<-vi-mt-iits, will be opened again the

ensuing season for the reception and ace"mm<>d»tinn of viai-
ters Sboceo is accesiible by the Raleigh and Gaston Rail¬
road, twelve miles from Wurrenton depot, fmm which a >t»Jy
line ot (tost e >..cht-» will run in connexion with the mail, for
the convejaoce of visiters.. The properties ot lh« water, aul.
phur, lime, magnesis, soda, epaom salts, fcic., are considered by
all who have tested them remedial in most diseaaea incidental
to u southern climate. A gojd ban 1 of music wi 1 be in at.
tendance during the season.
june 1.dkc SAMUEL CALYHIT.


